
This map section covers some 3.7km of coastline. It extends northwards along the eastern
coast of Islay. The coastline in this area lies little more than 10m OD and is rough and rocky.
The coast edge within this map section has been classified as stable. There is no modern
settlement and much of the hinterland comprises of rough grazing and moorland. There are
no roads within this area, although short sections of a rough track extend close to the coast to
McArthur's Head. 
 
A total of six sites were identified within this map section; all of these had been recorded
previously. Four sites are of 18-20th C date. These include the lighthouse and associated
buildings at McArthur's Head (IY113), structural remains which may be bothies (IY111 and
IY112) and a partially renovated farmstead at Proaig (IY109). 

A cave lies behind a raised beach at McArthur's Head and contains a shell midden (IY280).
Of uncertain date, the midden is concentrated in a small mound and is composed mainly of
limpet and cockle shells. It is recommended that this site should be monitored 

Of uncertain date also is a large shaped earthfast boulder at Proaig Bay (IY110). This has a
broad flat upper surface into which a bowl shaped depression has been made. There is no
indication of its function nor any reason to suspect that it is of recent date, as has been
previously stated.

Introduction to Map 11: Torr a'Muilinn to McArthur's Head

121



IY109 (NR45NE 7)
NR 45803 57665
Proaig
House, outbuildings and enclosures
18-20th C
Fair
Nil

IY110 (NR45NE 3)
NR 45921 58078
Proaig Bay
‘Cup-marked’ stone
???
Good
Nil

IY111 (NR45NE 9)
NR 45968 59869
McArthur's Head
Structural remains
18-20th C
Fair
Nil

IY112 (NR45NE 9)
NR 45968 59899
McArthur's Head
Structure
18-20th C
Fair
Nil

IY113 (NR45NE 11)
NR 46187 59644
McArthur's Head
Lighthouse and associated structures
18-20th C
Good
Nil

IY280 (NR45NE 6)
NR 4616 5929
McArthur's Head
Cave with shell midden
???
Fair
Monitor

Built Heritage Islay
& Archaeology Map 11
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1. Carraig an Ratha
NR 461 587
3.7 Km
Rock platform
Coast edge mostly <5m
Raised beach etc./ Drift on visible rock.
The coast edge is rock platform covered by a
mix of boulder and cobble, broken by the
occasional rock outcrop. At the southern
portion of this unit the immediate hinterland
is flat and low lying in front of cliffs c. 20m
high. The cliffs approach the coast edge
towards the north, where they are separated
from the coast edge by a steeply sloping area
20m - 60m wide. The hinterland is poorly
drained and overgrown, with scrub in places.

Hinterland Geology & Islay
Coastal Geomorphology Map 11
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1. Carraig an Ratha
NR 461 587
3.7 Km
Stable
The coast edge in this unit is rocky and
stable. No signs of erosion.

Erosion Class Islay
Map 11

126



1

Scale: 1:25,000
Survey Dates: June 2002-June 2003

    
 C

row
n c

op
yri

gh
t. A

ll r
igh

ts 
res

erv
ed

 
Hi

sto
ric

 Sc
otl

an
d L

ice
nc

e N
o. 

10
00

17
50

9 2
00

3
c

Map 11
IslayErosion Class

Definitely Eroding

Accreting or Stable

Definitely Accreting

Accreting and Eroding

Eroding or Stable

Stable

Land below 10m
No access

Er
osi

on
 C

las
s

1
2

3
4

5 6 7
8

9
10

11
12

14
13

15
16

1718
19

20

21

22

23
2425

26

27
28

29

30 31
32

33
34 35

36
37

38
39

40

127




