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1.0 INTRODUCTION

A ficld survey was carried out over a period of 12 days in January 1996 of the north coast of the Forth
Estuary and Firth of Forth from Kincardine in the west to Fifc Ness in the cast, a survey section of
approximately 107 km in length. The survey was carricd out to the specification A Procedure For Coastal
Assessment Surveys Funded By Historic Scotland (version 1.5), hereafter referred to as “the Procedurcs™,

Notifications of any vanations from the Procedures are made clear in the relevant section of this report.

A period of research into documentary sources and aerial photographs was followed by a 12 day field
survey carried out by two teams of two fieldwalkers. The principal objectives of a rapid assessment of the
coast edge, intertidal zone, and 100 metre wide landward strip were covered. However, the constraints
imposed by a winter survey schedule meant that only sporadic coverage was achieved along built up arcas,
the coastal edge behind high cliffs, or a wide intertidal zone and this report has relied on information from
the National Monuments Record for Scotland (hereafter NMRS) and other documentary sources to fill in

gaps.
For the purposes of description, the survey area can be split into three distinct geographical sections.

» From Kincardine to Dalgety Bay, mud flats dominate the foreshore. This mud is deposited in
bays and on rocky foreshores and lies in places over 2 metres in depth, due probably to
agricultural activity such as de-forestation along the higher reaches of the River Forth to the
west of Stirling. Coastal defence walls are common and these clearly help to protect the coastal
edge from erosion and obscure anv monuments which might be found in an eroding face. In
contrast to the sections further east, the intertidal zone is fairly nch in monuments. The presence
of these features may be due to changes in sea-level: their survival may be explained by the
favourable burial ¢nvironment and the more sheltered location of this coastal stretch. Previously
un-recorded monuments include a cairn field (NT02428369), a boat ‘gravevard’ at Kincardine
(NS92508760 to NS93248665: site description 1), as well as a possibie crannog (NT03248446:
site description 2) and industrial monuments related to mining and salt panning works. Most of
this coastal section appears stable.

s From Dalgety Bay to Elie, the coast is characterised by sandy bavs interspersed by rocky
headlands. In the east these bays extend up to 5 km m length but this distance shortens further
west until the bavs measure less than 1 km across. Sea-wall protection is widespread,
particuiarly along built up areas and along protected sections the effects of coastal erosion will
be limited. Where the coastal edge is unprotected, the coastline varied from stable to suffering
serious erosion (West Wemyyss, East Wemyss, and Lundin Links). Where erosion appeared to be
a major factor, this will have a detrimental effect on archaeology and the built heritage.

Examples of monuments where some damage was evident during the survey include the
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Protected Ancicnt Monument Scaficld Tower (NT28NES), the Pictish Cist at Lundin Links
(NO40SW13: site description 4), and the Gas Works at East Wemyss (NT39NW?20: Site
description 3). While the Protected Ancient Monuments of the Wemyss Caves appear to be
stable at present, they may be threatened in the future if the erosion of existing coastal defences

which was apparent during the survey 1s to continue.

Two major tvpes of site may be identified along the foreshore. Firstly, fishing traps are common.
In many cases these probably pre-date the 20th Century although the salmon stake nets situated
along Largo Bay rcmained in usc until recently. Secondly, the remains of coastal defence
measures such as tank and glider traps, as well as ant: aircraft defence positions and pill-boxes,

arc located throughout this coastal strip and feature elsewhere along the survey area.

e From Fifeness to Elie the coast is dominated by igneous intrusions and bare sedimentary rock
backed by low cliffs and agricultural land. Although few sections of this coastline are defended
by a sea-wall the area appears to be mostly stable. However, the effects of crosion were clearly
visible on three shell and bone middens located in the eroding faces at the back of a rocky
foreshore or sandv beach (Crail: NO61720789, NO61580780 and Elie: NT49809940,
NT49289935). Recent breaches and damage to the fabric of Cellardyke harbour wall
(NOS5OSE47: site description 6) suggest that the same may be true for some of the important
harbours of the North Forth coastline. Erosion may also be a factor on the Protected Ancient
Monuments of Newark Castle (NO30SW17), and Newark Castle Dovecot (NOSOSW21).

While there was good survival of material along the eroding face, there appeared to be infrequent
survival of sites on the beach itself. Those sites which were located included stone slip-ways, and
track-ways cut into the foreshore bedrock that were probably used for harvesting marine

produce.

The survey identified 724 sites within the target arca. Of the total, 179 are not listed NMRS and the
majority of these were located on the foreshore. A further 543 sites have already been recorded on the

NMRS

Maritime Fife recommends that no action is needed on 593 sites but suggests that a survey programme be
sct up or continued on 86 sites, with monitonng to take place of 21 sites, and a combined programme of
survey and monitoring on 22 sites. Details of cach site and the recommended action on cach are contained
in the map gazetteers and, in the case of the “priority’ sites, in the summary and recommendations at the

end of this report.

The following maps and gazetteers are arrangsd as indicated in the Procedures. However, the survey was
carried out using the Ordnance Survey 1:25,000 Pathfinder series as base maps because they offered more
topographical detail than the suggested Ordmance Survey 1:50,000 Landranger system. This option has
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been retained in the following map and gazetteer section. Each gazetteer is located where possible opposite
the relevant map. The terms used in the gazetteers conform with the Procedures but the information has

been produced as a list because this proved to be more practical than the suggested tabular format.
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